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THE TWO SHIPS. 



A 7 A B-L-.E. 



Etego ir.alim audire tales fabu!as, 

quam fixpcriri 

N'&ofit ao. . Euasm. 

•£* SHIP that weather'd many a gale, 

With oft-fifh'd mart, andtatter'd fail; 

And many a (hot, and many a fear,. 

That (lie receiv'd in deadly war ; 

Afraid of ev'ry angry cloud, 

Or breeze that whiftl'd thro' a (hrowd; 

O'er-burden'd, Iab'ring, heaving, cracking % 

In danger,- ev'ry wave of wrecking.' 

Thus, to a veiTel; flout and tight, 

That conftant had kept clofein fight; 

And ev'ry gale had lent afliflance, 

Or, when the foe kept not his diftancc — '■- 

" Your crew, good firip, you can't deny, 

" Is tainted flrong with mutiny. 

" Now, mine is loyal, if we mix'em. 

" We'll make two honcft crews betwixt'em; 

" And that we may keep clofe together, 

'• And floutly face all forts of weather, 

" We'll tow you by the flrongefl cable— •- 

" That.todevife my crew isable; 

" And, if you leave it to my matter, . 

" We both (hall fail more fafe and fafler. 

" As to. our burden,, tho' you'll firare it, 

" His (kill will give you flrength to bear it. 

*■' My,fo!emn faith (hall plighted be, 

" Your (hare I'll jufl apportion'tl fee— 

" And,, to your flrength, your load I'll fquarc, 

<s Norflow a.-pound you cannot bear. 

" A common fate, we. then (hall have, 

" Together mount the boifl'rous wave ; 

" Or, down the wat'ry valefb low, 

" Together we Avail chearful go. 

" The ftorm,.dear {Hip, that injures you, 

" Shall fink thy conftant comrade, . too." 

The trim-built vefiel thus replied, 

As proud (he rode upon the tide.-— - 

*' I know Ihaveon board fbme men> 

" That feem rebellious now and then. 

" But> what's" the caufe? For you can tellj 

" Allowance (Koft makes men rebel ; 

"And you have many a hand of mine, 

"• That on. my crews' provisions dine ; 

" Each day on bife'uit we- muft work, 

" Forfootb, to fend you beef and pork. 

" Send me my men, their pay, and (lores— 

" Ceafe to rip up our healing fores. 



" In honor, and, In wifdom's name, 

" Help meforrie prudent plan to frame,. 

" To gain a happy, crews' afFe£tion ; — 

"■ D— — n it, 'twill be thine own protection 

" Our (hip we'll work then gay and cheer, 

" Nor wind, nor wave, nor foe, we'll fear 

" As to the tow-rope, , I am loth 

"■ To try it, for 'twill hurt us both ; 

" A courfe for you's no courfe for me, 

" Our trims are different as can be ; 

" But I (hall, as I'm wont to do, 

" Keep conftant company with you, 

"' And over-board the traitor-hearted 

" Shall go — that wifli to fee us parted ; 

" But Iperceive, 'tis my crews mind, 

" By ropes we never fhould be join'd." 

'Twas all in vain — a (coundrel few 

About the helm; betrayedthe crew ; 

And for a bounty, bafely gotten, 

Eafli'd the found veffel to the rotten. 

No fooner was this foul deed done, 

Than flap onboard comes ton on ton 

Of cumbrous, heavy,, grievous burden, 

Ten times as much as (he'd her word on; 

A ftorm comes on — a dreadful blaft ! 

Now goes a fail ! — now groans a maft! 

Thefurgy waves, in mountains curl'd, 

Now wraps ihcm in thewatry world.! 

Shot on the billow, . now they rife, 

And feem to penetrate the (kies 1 

Their heaving fides, with frightful crafl% 

The rolling (hips together dafti: 

The tight-built (hip now 'gan to thinks 

That thus united— both muft fink ; 

And better 'twas, that they fh'oukl part 

Forever, than a plank fhoukl fiart ; 

Tofa'vc hcrfelf, nought clfo was lefr, . 

She cut the rope, and font adrift 

The crazy (hip, to live at fea, 

WelT as (lie could, and boreawayi 



MORAL. 



Wti e w dame Experience, grey and fage, , 
Doth tell us that for many an age* . 
Things independent have fuceeeded ; 
How have thofe things dependence needed ? 
Better enjoy what good we have, 
Than ftate uncertain ever crave ; 
Thofe ills we have, we'd better bear,., 
Than greater with another (hare. 



TREBOR. 
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